Strength of reading
The short article “The joy of Reading and Writing: Superman and me” written by Sherman Alexie attracts me a lot. In this article when the author was a little boy, he was surrounded by a lot of books which were bought by his father from different shops. His father loved books and he loved his father, so as the author said “I decided to love books as well.” From that we can see, his father had a great effect on the author in reading. However, when he grew up, he found the purpose or meaning of reading, as he mentioned “I love these books, but I also know that love had only one purpose. I was trying to save my life.” In another article “Learning to read”, the author has different experience from Sherman Alexie. He is an inmate and he has been in prison for about 7 years. To him, reading is the happiest activity. The best moment he can do in prison is to read, to study and to learn words. However, prison give a chance to Malcolm to study, as he said, “In fact, up to now, I never had been so truly free in my life.” Reading was his life in that time, I also think prison creates Malcolm or makes him gain a lot achievement. 
The two articles mention a lot about reading. Obviously, they have some same ideas about reading. They believe in the strength of reading, and they believe in reading can change themselves and their lives. At beginning, Malcolm knew a person named Bimbi, and Malcolm felt envy of Bimbi’s stock of knowledge, so Malcolm tried to emulate him. Bimbi stimulates a passion for Malcolm to study. Malcolm enjoyed studying, he was proud that he learned many words which he never knew in the world. As he noted, “Anyone who has read a great deal can imagine the new world that opened.” Reading leads him to get into a new world and change his life. Also, Sherman’s idea is clear. He believes reading can save his life. Luckily, they both became famous writers in the world. How powerful the strength of reading is!
At the same time, I find some interesting connections between their articles. Malcolm is the black, Sherman is Indian-American. They both get unfair treatment, they suffer from oppression and racism. They dislike the white, especially Malcolm. When he mentions the white, you can feel his anger from his words. The white wants the black to be ignorant, they don’t want the black to know their glorious history, to study and read. Malcolm mentions “Little innocent black children, born of parents who believed that their race had no history.” Children feel ashamed of being black. Also, Sherman’s classmates want him to stay quiet when the teacher asks question. They think Indian boy should be stupid, and Indian boy needn’t study and read because Indian children are expected to fail in the non-Indian world. The white all don’t want the black or Hindu to be smart, to read books in order to get knowledge, so the white can “control” them and stay at top level class forever.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“I am smart, I am arrogant, I am lucky.” from “Superman and Me” gives me a deep impression. As we know, arrogant is not a good word, it shows that someone is defiant or looks down on others, we don’t like this kind of person. However, the word is said by Sherman, which makes me feel different. I can feel confidence of Sherman, he is like superman and fights with oppression. The word gives me energy. I find “Superman” has two meanings. First, superman is the title and the author’s favorite comic book, so it is a clue through the article. Second the author wants to be the superman, he visits Indian school and teaches Indian children. He wants to save their lives.
Actually, I don’t have the same experience to two authors. Luckily, I’m not the black or Indian-American. However, reading is also important to me. I remember when I was in primary school, my grandpa asked me to read a lot of history books, so I knew much knowledge about history. In class, the teacher asked question about historical person or event, no one could answer it except me. When I got praise I thanked for my reading.
The impact of reading is great, the strength of reading can change a person completely. Do you want to be smart? Go to read; do you want to be successful? Go to read; do you want to change your life? Go to read.
