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Reading Gives You Power



	“Learning to Read” and “Superman and Me” were interesting articles.

Both of them explains the impact of reading on people who come from a poor

society. Reading gave Malcolm X and Sherman Alexi power to change their lives. 

Even thou, my experience were different from them, reading has also changed 

my life. If I had not learn how to read, I wouldn’t have graduated from high 

school. If I hadn’t learned how to read in English, I wouldn’t be living in Boston.

	Malcolm X was an African American living in the U.S during the 1960. He committed a crime, got arrested and sent to person. Before he was in person, he didn’t know how to read, but he, learned at a library in prison. He started by copying words from the dictionary. After awhile he started reading books. When he got out of prison after seven years, he became a leader of a group that defends the rights of black people. Reading gave Malcolm X the power to change his society. A similar situation to Malcolm X was the life of Sherman. Sherman was an Indian who lived on a reservation whit his family. none of his friend were good at reading, but Sherman read a lot because his father liked to read. His house was full of books and it was like a library. When he grew up, he became a famous writer. For Sherman and Malcolm X reading changed their lives for the better. Both of them came from a poor societies where people were less educated. They learn to read, and they got powerful in their societies.
Both of them believed that reading could change their lives. Reading made 

them stronger and active in society. In their cases reading proved the most

important step in their education. Both of them went to  schools in

they lived in poor communities. Schools in poor communities have less money 

for books an education supplies. Their schools had only few books and most of 

them were about American culture and not about black culture or Indian culture. 

Sherman Alexi explained that Indian children were expected to be stupid. The 

books in their communities about American culture, and not about black culture 

or Indian culture.

	Reading about your own culture is important because it will give you knowledge about your history. To know where you come from is to know your identity. For me to know Saudi Arabian history is very important because it makes me feel proud. When I feel proud I’m motivated to learn more. For poor people who cant read about their history, it is hard to be motivated. I believe the stories of Malcolm X and Sherman Alexei show that people will be excited when they learn about their history. They want to learn and it will improve their reading.
My experience learning to read was different from them but there are similarities. When I was young I learned to read in Arabic. I read comic books like Sherman Alexi. I didn’t like to read a lot, and I didn’t see it was important to me. When I grew up I realized the importance of reading. Now that I’m studying English, I know that reading is important for my education. My experience has been similar to Malcolm X because I use my dictionary to improve my vocabulary. Learning new words develops my reading skills and makes me feel more powerful in reading.

	There is a verse in Quran that says you should read. When I was little 

I didn’t pay attention to that verse, but when I grew up I took it more seriously. It

had a big impact on me. I understood that I want to be an educated person and

have more knowledge of my culture and my field of education in the next year, I 

hope to be a business major, and I know I will have to read a lot.

	Reading changes a lot of lives. Malcolm X was a hustler, and he became

a leader. Sherman Alexei was an Indian who lived on a poor reservation, and he 

became a famous writer. I hope to be successful businessman, and reading is the 

[bookmark: _GoBack]key to my goal.
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