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Language Struggle and Homesickness



	
	“No Speak English” from the House On Mango Street is a story about an immigrant woman from Latin America called Mamacita, who moved with her son to join her husband and live in the United States of America. The family is not rich, and that’s why the husband works two jobs to earn money to afford a good life for his family. When she arrives, she went directly to her husbands apartment, and she never came out. The neighbors think she is Strange because she is always alone with her child. Some people like Mamacita can’t handle the language struggle and homesickness when they move to another country; to avoid homesickness, you must get involved with people in your neighborhood.
Mamacita only knows eight words in English, and this is why it is hard for her to communicate with people in the neighborhood. When you don’t know how to speak a language, you can’t talk to people in the street, read the menu and order food in restaurant, or buy things you need in a store. It is also hard to make friends, and without friend you become homesickness. In my opinion, each person has limited patience in terms of homesick. Some people don’t mind being by themselves, but other people like Mamacita get homesick fast. She listened to songs from her 
country and she cried. She was always sad because “she sits all day by the window and plays the Spanish radio show and sings.”
Not everybody feels homesick like Mamacita when they move to a different
country. My experience was very different from Mamacita. I came here to study English and to attend a university. When I arrived many of my friends and cousins were already here studying because Boston is a city with a lot of universities. I missed my family, but being among my friends and cousins made me feel at home. Mamacita had her husband and child but no friends and cousins like me. It was 
also easer for me because I knew how to speak English. If I knew only eight words 
like Mamacita, I would definitely have been a homesick. It was also easier for me because I understood what homesickness is.
	An educated person understand what homesick is. This doesn’t mean he
will hot get homesick, but he understand that it is temporary. When homesickness begins, you think a lot about your country and it makes you very sad. When Mamacita listens to a Spanish radio show and sings songs, she is begging to get a homesick and her emotions defeat her. Unfortunately she doesn’t understand the homesickness will end, if she gets involved in her new society. If she gets involve with the society, she will get rid of the loneliness, and she will have less time to think about her country.
Because she is emotionally defeated, Mamacitas homesickness led her to fight with her husband. She doesn’t understand his situation and only thinks about 
herself. Her husband works two job to afford a better life and future for his family.
Mamacita should be patient with her husband and respect that he is doing his
best for her and their child. Because Mamacita is homesick, she isn’t thinking clearly.This is a big opportunity for her moving to the United States, but she is not taking advantage of it. She even gets mad at her baby boy because his first words in 
English are from a Pepsi commercial. She gets mad when he “starts to sing the Pepsi commercial he heard on T.V” He is watching television in English and he is 
learning from it. This is a good thing because he is getting involved in the society. 
She shouldn’t get mad because English is going to allow him to communicate with the People in his new society. She should want him to learn English because he doesn’t live in a non-English country anymore. If Mamacita was educated and not emotionally defeated she would understand this.
Sometimes I get homesick, but it is temporary. When I feel homesick, I call
my friends in Saudi Arabia, and I asked them how are thing there. Its makes me
feel bad that to hear about everything they are doing. Sometimes they go camping
in the desert, and I wish I was with them. They go the Red Sea in Jeddah and go
snorkeling, fishing and jet skiing. When I hear this, it makes me feel worse because
I’m so far away from my country. Sometimes they are hanging out with each other in our city, Riyadh, and I wish I was there with them. Another thing that makes me
Homesick is listinig to music from my country. When I listen to my I–Pod while
I’m sitting alone or working out at the gym, Arabic music reminds me a lot of
home. When I begin to feel homesick I don’t surrender to it; if I surrender,
I will be emotionally defeated like Mamacita.
I have a friend here in Boston who got homesick. He came here to study
and he missed his family. In the first couple of months it was hard for him to get
involved into the new society. He stayed at home and he never went out. His
English was okay, but it wasn’t improving because he never communicated with
other people who speak English. For him homesickness was also unhealthy and he 
started to eat a lot and gain weight. When he arrived in Boston he was very thin,
but a few months later had gain 17 kilos which is almost 40 pounds. Finally he 
realized that homesickness was not healthy. He became more involve in 
activities in Boston. I don’t know what happens to Mamacita, but I hope that 
she gets over her homesickness. She needs to be patient, get involve with people, 
and stop spending time alone listing to sad music. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]




T ——
T S T———————
[N -
R —————
L A T e ————

[P —

[ ——

RS ————
It et s i o e i gy et
[ ——

JEOR ——




