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The Beginner of Learning English
              It is necessary to spend time to learning something which is new. I spent many time to     learn English when my parents decided to send me to study at the United States. For me, the process of learning English was painful. I was shocked after I read an article which from The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros because of the Mamasita who only knew 8 English words lived in a country which office language is English. In that article, the Mamasita was very lonely, sad and homesick. She only knew 8 English words, and it was really hard to communicate in English with other people. In the article, a situation which she said her husband is not home, struck her landlord, the part showed how poor her English was. Except the problem of language, the difference of environment and culture, also were a problem to her. However, this article brought to mind my experience of learning English. In my opinion, she and I have got a lot in common.
             As time goes by, I have been the United States about 2 years. My situation was similar to Mamasita’s when I arrived to the United States for the first time. At that time, as English as a second language for me, I just knew little simple English words, such as to greet somebody, to say thanks and to say goodbye. Also, I could ask some very easy questions. For example, I can ask do you have something?  What is this? Where is the place? and how to do something, so on. The United States is a new environment for me, as an international student, I should be out of my room, visiting somewhere, and having a enjoyment in a new country which has many difference as my motherland. However, most time I chose to stay at my room. I spend most time on computer. I was not lonely because I had many friends, but all of them are Chinese. Honestly, my situation was more good luck than Mamasita’s, at least I had my Chinese friends and Chinatown. I was afraid to go to outside because I was afraid to have communication with any English speaker. And the reason, that I was afraid to have communication with any English speaker, is my poor English skills. I could not read well, write well, speak well, and listen well. Even I ordered away food, shop assistant always feeling painful to listen to me and understand me. And then the food would be wrong food, but finally, I appreciated that they always pay more patience to me, and I had food to figure out my hunger. At that time, the situation was a bad circulation, I was afraid to communicate, so I did like to go to some places. Because I did not like to go to some places, so my English was poor. During the time that I stayed in the English beginner level, the only chance to practice my English skills was in the class. My teacher is American. So, that was good chance to improve my listening and speaking. Until I felt better of my listening skill and speaking skill, I became to be confident to communicate. By the way, I think my problem was only about language, because English was a strange language for me. The difference between I and Mamasita might be the adaptive capacity, I was a teenager, but Mamasita was not.  So I might learn languages and culture fast than Mamasita did.
              According to the Mamasita’s story, I think Mamasita might be a kind of traditional person. So her situation might not only a problem with the language, but also a problem with cultural. From the story, she sits all day by the window and enjoying some art work which are relative with Spanish. And she misses her hometown without cease. Why she miss her hometown very much? In the new environment, she does not have a job, but her husband does. Also, she does not like go out because of the problem with communicating in English. So she will never learn something about the country’s culture. So she will always feel strange about that country.
            In a word, the article shows me a story about Mamasita’s experience, and shows me the culture shock. Because of language and culture, I feel that Mamasita is very uncomfortable in the country which English is official language. 
               
             
    


              
